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11 disadvantaged teens 
offered employment
FRIDAY the 13th brought good luck to a 
group of ‘disadvantaged youngsters’ 
when they were offered jobs at The Alton 
Towers Resort.

The offers come four weeks after Alton 
Towers launched its Get into Customer 
Service programme with the aim of giv-
ing young people across Staffordshire the 
chance to develop their confidence and 
skills to move into work.

The programme gave young people 
aged between 16 and 24 years the chance 
to receive intensive training and hands-
on experience in a specific sector during 
the course.

Following on from a taster day, the 
resort took a group of 11 young people 
through to the next stage where they 
attended an induction course followed by 
two weeks of intensive training.

The youngsters were also trained in 
Emergency First Aid before being offered 
permanent employment at the resort.

Learning and development manager, 
Jason Mumford said: “I can honestly say, 
the transformation in these young people 
has been incredible and many of them 
have received phenomenal feedback 
from their team mates,line managers and 
even from our guests.”

New Assistant Chief 
Constable for force
STAFFoRDShIRE Police has appointed a 
new Assistant Chief Constable.

Bernie o’Reilly has today been appoint-
ed to the role and will be responsible for 
local policing across the county.

his policing career began in 
Staffordshire in 1989 where he was sta-
tioned as a PC on patrol, and has since 
worked in various other policing roles.

he was also awarded the National 
Tackling Drug Supply Award in 2003  
following an investigation into the supply 
of Class A drugs.

Chief Constable Mike Cunningham 
said: “I am delighted to announce the 
appointment of ACC Bernie o’Reilly. 

“he has an impressive operational 
background, with experience in special-
ist roles and has an excellent knowledge 
of the workings of the force.

ACC o’Reilly said: “I am very proud to 
be part of the chief officer team at 
Staffordshire Police and to remain with 
the force I joined 25 years ago.”

Police seek suggestions 
from Ashby locals
PoLICE in North West Leicestershire are 
looking for guidance from residents in 
Ashby to improve their services.

They are appealing for people who have 
any serious issues regarding the police or 
their procedures to come forward to 
complete an online survey.

It gives members of the public the 
chance to make suggestions to what local 
priorities the police should have.

You can take the survey by going to 
www.leics.police.uk

New psychic business 
welcomed my locals
BURToN MP Andrew Griffiths and 
Burton Albion chairman Ben Robinson 
have welcomed the opening of a new psy-
chic shop in Burton.

The new store, called Spirit Pathways, 
in high Street, offers services including 
psychic readings, holistic therapies and 
meditation groups.

owner Sophie Poynton has been work-
ing as a medium for more than 10 years.

She was very pleased with the opening 
which attracted more than 50 people.

She said: “It has been an exciting few 
weeks preparing my new business to cre-
ate the perfect calm environment for 
readings and therapies.”
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advantage brewers! - see 

CHARITABLE and support groups across 

East Staffordshire could be forced to pay out 

thousands of pounds – after council chiefs 

announced a review of a scheme designed to 

help them keep costs down.

East Staffordshire Borough Council con-

firmed to the Mail that it was set to re-evaluate 

its discretionary rate relief scheme designed to  

reduce the amount of business rates they pay.

Among the groups believed to be impacted 

are the Midlands Air Ambulance, East 

Staffordshire Citizens Advice Bureau and 

Burton Mind, the mental health charity.

Town MP Andrew Griffiths said: “It is abso-

lutely appalling that the council has decided 

to make this decision to hit these vital organi-

sations in the pocket.

“I cannot begin to think what people who 

spend hours collecting and supporting such 

causes will think of this decision.”
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by Rob Smyth
rob.smyth@burtonmail.co.uk

Council’s decision to review rate relief is 

branded an ‘appalling’ move by Burton’s MP

Charity cash cut

do you think the council is right to review charity rate relief? tell us online at burtonmail.co.uk

New man in charge 
as Ron takes chains
EAST Staffordshire is now being pre-

sided over by a new mayor.

Veteran councillor Ron Clarke has 

taken over the mayoral chains and will 

represent the borough for the next 12 

months.
Bill Ganley will be his deputy, with 

outgoing mayor Michael Rodgers 

praised for his time in the role.

Will he make a good mayor? Tell us 

online at burtonmail.co.uk

FULL SToRy PaGE 3

Cancer survivor tells 
of her greatest fight
A YOUNG cancer survivor has spoken 

for the first time about her battle with 

the disease.
Charlotte Barsby has now been clear 

of Hodgkin’s Lymphoma for more than 

four months.
The Stretton youngster is hoping to 

use her story to inspire others to try to 

beat cancer.
Has Charlotte inspired you? Tell us 

at burtonmail.co.uk
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Historic building sale 

could fetch £3 million

AN historic Burton landmark has 

been put up for sale for £3 million.

The Midland Grain Warehouse, off 

Derby Street, is up for grabs, although 

the move will not impact the hotel 

chain Travelodge which occupies it.

What do you think? Comment 

online at burtonmail.co.uk

FuLL sTORy PaGe 7

Colette praised after 
pre-school’s success
SENIOR teachers have dedicated a 

positive Ofsted inspection to a former 

colleague who died tragically.

Hartshorne Pre-School praised 

Colette Freeman for her work in turn-

ing the school around before she con-

tracted meningitis and died.

Pay tribute to Colette on our 

website at burtonmail.co.uk

FuLL sTORy PaGe 9

Birthday boy Rupert 
going strong at 105
A BURTON-BORN man is today grin-

ning from ear to ear as he celebrates 

his 105th birthday.

Rupert Cliff will party with family at 

his new home in Australia.

send your best wishes to 

Rupert at burtonmail.co.uk

FuLL sTORy PaGe 11

A PLAYER was left with a fractured 

cheekbone and broken nose following 

a brawl at a football match.

The attack came after Rec FC took 

on Blacksmiths Arms at the Anglesey 

Road recreation ground.

did you see the incident? Tell 

us at burtonmail.co.uk
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BANNED

THE owner of an animal sanctuary has 

been found guilty of causing unnecessary 

suffering to creatures in her care. 

Lindsay Newell, who runs the Burton 

Wildlife and Animal Rescue Centre in Etwall, 

had previously denied 31 charges following a 

raid at the centre by the RSPCA and police in 

November 2012.
But at Burton Magistrates’ Court yesterday 

she was convicted on six of the counts, with a 

judge telling her she ‘had simply taken on too 

much’.

The 27-year-old (pictured inset and, left, 

leaving court) was banned from 

keeping pigs, sheep, goats and 

horses for five years and must 

pay £2,000 towards the costs of 

the case.
Newell, of Lincoln Road, 

Stapenhill, was described by 

district judge David Taylor 

as a ‘rabbit in the head-

lights’ in what he called 

a ‘very unusual case.’ 

Newell wept in court 

as she awaited her fate.

TuRN TO PaGes 4&5

by sarah Bould
sarah.bould@burtonmail.co.uk

l Animal rescue centre boss 

guilty of six counts of cruelty

l Cleared of 25 further charges

l Ordered to pay £2,000 costs

l Slapped with five-year ban

Was this the right sentence? Tell us online at burtonmail.co.uk

Player’s broken nose 
after football brawl
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‘Sign or 
the sack’
UNION bosses have branded pro-

posed changes to Burton ware-

house workers’ contracts as a ‘sign 

or be sacked ultimatum’ while 

promising to back ‘any action’ they 

take.
Unite representative Rick Coyle  

(pictured) spoke out after it emerged 

the Waterstone’s warehouse, on the 

Centrum 100 business 

park, had begun a 

45-day consultation 

over new working con-

ditions for about 180 

staff.
Unipart, which runs 

the depot, wants to 

introduce annual con-

tracts of between 1,950 

and 2,080 hours, rather than weekly 

contracts of 37.5 or 40 hours.

This would mean 

working more hours 

during peak periods 

like Christmas, and 

having paid time off 

during quiet periods.

But Mr Coyle said: 

“Unite is dismayed by 

the ‘sign or be sacked’ 

ultimatum at the Waterstone’s 

warehouse. 
“Stable and predictable working 

patterns are vitally important for 

families and for the sake of our chil-

dren – this is a principle we will 

actively defend. 
“Unite will be consulting with 

members about the next steps. 

Unite will fully support any action 

its members decide to take.”

The consultation began on May 5, 

when Unipart told workers about 

the changes, which are planned to 

TURn TO PaGe 5

Union denounces changes as consultation begins

by Mark McKay
mark.mckay@burtonmail.co.uk

Do the firm’s 
changes 

affect you? 
Tell us at 

burtonmail.
co.uk

Hot stuff 
as Burton 
firm gets 
ready to 
mark pub 
milestone 
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Woman pulled from 
river in rescue drama

Relief as strike plan 
at school called off

POLICE chiefs have revealed that a 

woman in her 30s had to be rescued 

after falling into the River Trent in 

Burton.
The drama unfolded shortly after 

midnight yesterday when officers 

were called to reports of a woman 

falling into the Trent near St Peter’s 

Bridge, with a man also said to be 

missing.
A full-scale search was launched for 

the man who was also feared to be in 

the water, but he was later found 

nearby on dry land.
Did you see the incidents 

unfold? Tell us your views by 

heading online to burtonmail.co.uk

STRIKE action due to take place at 

Derbyshire’s biggest school today has 

been called off.
Senior teachers at John Port School, 

in Etwall, revealed that last-ditch 

talks with union officials saw the 

planned industrial walkouts can-

celled.
Discussions are set to resume in a 

bid to try to put a halt to five further 

days of proposed strikes.

Do you think teachers should be 

able to strike? Tell us your view 

online at burtonmail.co.uk

FuLL sTOry PaGE 5
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A NEGLIGENCE claim has 

been brought against a Burton 

care home after a 70-year-old 

man lost his eye in a fall.

Pete Tiso ruptured and dislo-

cated his right eye when it is 

claimed he hit his face on the 

corner of a bedside table on the 

first night of respite care at 

Bridge Court Care Home.

A stroke Mr Tiso suffered in 

2004 paralysed his right-hand 

side, leaving him with speech 

difficulties and needing a 

walking stick, said his 65-year-

old wife, Cath.
The couple, of Longfellow 

Close, Burton, claim no assess-

ment was made of his needs 

and the room was incorrectly 

set up for him.
The Elder Homes Group, 

which runs the Ashby Road 

care home, has denied liabil-

ity so the civil case will go 

before Northampton County 

Court later this year.

OAP ‘loses 
eye in care 
home fall’
Group denies liability in civil negligence case

by Mark McKay
mark.mckay@burtonmail.co.uk
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Final tributes 
paid to Charles

Motorcyclist 
hurt in smash

MOURNERS have paid 

their final respects to an 

‘inspirational’ young man.

Family and friends said 

goodbye to Charles 

Hickman (above) at Bretby 

Crematorium.
Leave your tributes at 
burtonmail.co.uk

A MOTORCYCLIST has 

been airlifted to hospital 

following a crash.

An air ambulance 

was called in to help 

following the incident 

in Ashby Road, Burton.

did you see what 
happened? Tell us at 

burtonmail.co.uk
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The £1m goal

FINANCIAL experts 

have predicted that 

Burton Albion could be 

set for a £1 million wind-

fall if they land promo-

tion – with even more 

money expected to 

pour into the town 

itself if the Brewers 

head into League One.

The cash bonanza 

from television rights, 

sponsorship, Premier 

League payments and 

tickets could see the 

Pirelli Stadium-based 

club net a seven-fig-
ure boost if 

they manage 
to come 

through tomorrow’s play-

off semi-final against 

Southend United and win 

the final at Wembley later 

this month.
Brewers chairman Ben 

Robinson told the Mail 

that promotion could 

provide a ‘major boost’ to 

the club’s coffers, while 

business leader Chris 

Plant claimed that pro-

motion would put the 

town ‘on the map for all 

to see’.
Mr Robinson said: “The 

football club would be 

handed a significant 

financial boost by gain-

ing promotion.
“We would get an 

increase of cash from the 

Football League, as well 

as a big boost in terms of 

sponsorship and

That’s what promotion would mean  

to Burton Albion, who face Saturday’s  

make-or-break semi-final decider at Southend

Come on, you 
Brewers!

How are you backing 
the Albion? Tell us at 
burtonmail.co.uk

by rob Smyth
rob.smyth@burtonmail.co.uk

TUrN TO 
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EXCiTiNG TiMES . . . 
(above) Ben robinson 
and (below) Chris Plant.

Brilliant Brewers pull-out inside today 

Plus more coverage in SportsMail

Motors guide
More cars at burtonMail.co.uk/driveWin cars see 

pages
39-47

also enter online at burtonMail.co.uk/Whats-on

Mcbusted 
tickets

Five 
pairs 

up For 
grabs
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£299
Normally £799...
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00pm
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It’s hot, hot, 
hot as region 
basks in the 
warmest spell 
of weather so 
far this year
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Fabrice:Why I’m backing 
Mail’s ‘Stay fit, stay 
alive’ campaign

Stay fit 

Stay aliveSee 
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Exam teen 
in robbery 

ordeal

 Did you see the robbery happen?

Tell us at burtonmail.co.uk

Red car clue in police hunt 

for man who struck as girl 

walked home from school

A TEENAGE schoolgirl 

was robbed in a terrifying 

broad daylight ordeal as 

she walked home after an 

exam.
Detectives have now 

warned youngsters to be 

vigilant after the 16-year-

old was confronted in 

Derby Road, Hilton.

The John Port School 

pupil handed over money 

to a young man who 

approached her after get-

ting out of a dark red car.

Detective Inspector Brian 

Bilby said: “While this 

appears to be an isolated 

incident, we want to warn 

other pupils to be on their 

guard.  
“During the exam season 

young people are more 

likely to be walking to or 

from school on their own 

and we want to make sure 

they are safe.”

by Mark McKay
mark.mckay@burtonmail.co.uk
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maKinG a differenCe . . . Burton’s mP andrew Griffiths highlighted the mail’s take five minutes campaign in the house of Commons as he 
implored ministers to do more to encourage donors to come forward.

Mail campaign central 
to MP’s call for change
BURTON’S MP has highlighted the impact 
made by the Mail’s Take Five Minutes 
campaign in Parliament as he made an 
impassioned plea for ministers to do more 
to encourage new donors to come forward.

Andrew Griffiths stopped short of saying 
England should adopt the opt-out donor 
system, which will come into force in Wales 
next year, during a debate on the issue led by 
the town’s Parliamentarian in Westminster 
yesterday, but was adamant that more need-
ed to be done.

The Tory MP said Katherine Sinfield’s bat-
tle with leukaemia and subsequent hunt for 
a bone marrow donor, which saw the Mail 
launch its Take Five Minutes campaign a 
year ago to encourage more donors to come 
forward, was partly behind his decision to 
call for change.

Katherine was successful in finding a 
donor last September, with the campaign 
continuing to run alongside daily updates of 
her recovery process ever since.

Mr Griffiths said the Mail had done a “huge 
amount” to raise awareness of the issue.

The debate became heated at times, with 
Mr Griffiths’ comments provoking a prickly 
response from Welsh MP Glyn Davies, who 
is unhappy with the decision of his home-
land to introduce the opt-out system from 
December 2015.

The Mail revealed in December that 10 
people in Burton and South Derbyshire died 
while waiting for a donor and Mr Griffiths 
said people will continue to die unless 
something is done to encourage more 
donors to come forward.

he told his fellow politicians: “The reality 
is that in Britain today, some 7,000 people 
are currently on the waiting list for an organ 
transplant. Right now, they are at home, ill, 
waiting for the phone to ring, waiting for the 
hospital to call, waiting for the chance of a 
new life. 

“Their lives depend on that phone call and 
on that organ being made available.”

he said donor numbers were “pitifully 
low” and an advertising campaign similar 
to one which enjoyed success in Scotland 
would be a good starting point.

“I believe that we should have a simple, 
hard-hitting campaign just like that in 
England and Wales,” he said.

by rich Guttridge
rich.guttridge@burtonmail.co.uk

‘Through the Burton Mail’s 
campaign, I have seen the 
difference that raising 
awareness can make’

Andrew Griffiths

reCoVery . . . Katherine sinfield, 
from Burton, was successful in 
finding a donor last year.

MP praises Mail’s 
donor campaign
LAST July, the Mail launched a campaign in a 
bid to save the life of 33-year-old Katherine 
Sinfield, of Balfour Street, Burton.

Diagnosed with chronic myeloid leukaemia 
(CML), she was told the only way she would live 
was if she secured a bone marrow transplant.

The Mail asked readers to spare five minutes 
to donate blood and bone marrow. Thankfully, 
two months later a donor was found.

Burton’s MP Andrew Griffiths yesterday paid 
tribute to the Mail’s efforts in the Commons.

He said: “Through the Burton Mail’s cam-
paign, I have seen the difference that raising 
awareness can make. The work of the Burton 
Mail and the Anthony Nolan Trust has resulted 
in a large increase in the number of Burton resi-
dents who have come forward.

“If we can encourage similar activity across 
the country, we can all play our part in raising 
awareness.”


